A Changing Landscape, a Shifting Seashore

Through the stories villagers shared with me and my own research | was led
through the history of the last 60 years in this unique part of Hong Kong. The
map placed in the centre of the gallery is taken from a wonderful archive' of
historic maps and aerial imagery dating back to the 1800s. This particular
map, made in 1974, was chosen because it represents the mid-point of
tremendous changes to village life. Looking to the East we can see the Sheun
Wan (Plover Cove) reservoir has already been competed (1973) and was a
major engineering feat holding 230 million m3 of fresh water. As we move to
the west near Tai Po, we see small markers indicating the start of construction
of both the industrial estate and what is no Tai Po Centre. These massive
engineering and land-reclamation projects drastically change the landscape
and the lives of the villagers in both positive and negative ways.

In addition to the map the Orthographic aerial images accompanying each
village cluster also highlight major changes to village life. They were taken in
1963 (except Sha Tau Kok in 1948) and show Ting Kok Road fully completed
and the original seashore it followed. However, construction of Bride’s Pool Rd
had not even begun yet meaning all villages between Luk Keng and Tai Mei
Tuk were still very difficult access and also had very limited utility services.
Highlighted in blue are the original villages houses, most of which have now
vanished but some of which were photographed by this project before their
demise.

Each village has its own unique stories to tell yet the changes they
experienced are all linked in one way or another to these major infrastructure
projects, the construction of Ting Kok and of Brides Pool Roads, and the
building of the reservoir and water catchment system. | encourage you to think
about this as you look at the images and read the captions taken from
interviews with the villagers. Note that captions do not necessarily belong to
the particular village where they appear but are placed according to their
relationship with the imagery captured.

BN RAVED  IRAVHFERA T RS (E R R B 2 60 FRAYESL » SR SLHY
i EY E —(ERE R R R St B A 22 AR 2 > rTDUEMIE] 19 tH4C - SRR e Ryt E
& 1974 FEUERY > INREAER TIGEATE E RSB LA PR - [MRE - T LIEFHE
ERKHKEEER T (19734) » B—EEEW 2. 3 WL KRBUKIVERTE - [

PaREE) - BEIT ARG - FFTAT DU B/ IMERS - R TR E MR LAY A T O AR B

KRR o B EEANUSAY TR 3 A Bk S 1 L TR = T O T R RS2 1 R A A

SIS -

! Map/Aerial Image sources: https://www.hkmaps.hk
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