Scott McMaster- Teaching Philosophy



(Art) is both the taking and giving of beauty; the turning out to the light the inner folds of the awareness of the spirit. It is the recreation on another plane of the realities of the world; the tragic and wonderful realities of earth and men, and of all the inter-relations of these. -Ansel Adams



Language is the most important evolutionary invention of the last few million years. It was an adaptation that helped our species to exchange information, make plans, express new ideas and totally changed the appearance of the planet
. However what this statement from Nowak fails to realize is that predating the acquisition of language was communication through visual imagery. Visual culture is and always has been an integral part of human society. This is evident 20,000 years ago in the cave paintings of Lascaux, which depict the lives of our ancestors, tell stories and display an interpretation of their world at that time. This ability to conceptualize outside of our immediate reality allowed for tremendous cognitive growth, communication skills to develop, and ultimately for us to evolve
.

Although photography has only existed for about 200 years (new media only 20) , paling in comparison to the legendary cave paintings, it has chronicled both everyday life and crucial turning points in human history and continues to do so. It is, and has been, a tool of propaganda, contributed to the overthrow of governments, brought freedom to nations, determined the success and failure of politicians, corporations and celebrities the world over, as well as being a source of fascination, testimony of culture and evidence of the sheer beauty, elusiveness and immensity of our world. During the course of my teaching I wish to transform students from casual or passive consumers of visual images into active producers, critical thinkers and careful, visually literate, consumers of visual and media culture.



I never teach my pupils. I only attempt to provide the conditions in which they can 
learn. -Albert Einstein



Essential to adult learning and development is an engaging environment where students can be motivated, challenged and evolve as individuals. In addition to providing students with the fundamental theoretical and practical skills and tools necessary to achieve the desired course outcomes, I also want to instill confidence, self-awareness and trust. I believe in constructivist and collaborative approaches to learning and teaching and feel there is much to be gained each time one enters a classroom, on both sides of the equation. In addition I want students to become self-directed learners drawing from their own experiences to express opinions, views and guide themselves along the path of their development. 


Although I will lead group discussions I think each student also has the potential skills of both teacher and leader, which is why after covering new concepts and technical skills I like students to pair up and review or discuss the topics and brainstorm or mind map, to challenge, build upon or possibly take the lesson in a new direction. Essential to our group discussions will be constructive and critical discourse about the history, culture and politics of art as well as the underlying meaning of the artworks we view, both in and outside our studios. Part of that discourse will come from selected readings and part will start with the writing of their own artists’ statements, to begin to analyze and self evaluate is a difficult but crucial part of being an artist.


Lastly I want to equip my students with the visual acuity and technical skills to take their knowledge of visual culture and validate it in their lives for real world applications, to help them become successful and fully functional artists in the technology driven age of information.  



Any work of art makes one very simple demand on anyone who genuinely wants to get in touch with it.  And that is to stop.  You've got to stop what you're doing, what you're thinking, and what you're expecting and just be there [. . .] no matter how long it takes. –W.S. Mervin
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